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Unit 3 – A New Year Carol – Benjamin Britten
This unit focuses on the classical piece A New Year Carol by composer Benjamin Britten.

Children will also spend time looking at other works by Benjamin Britten:
 ‘I Mun Be Married on Sunday’ and ‘Fishing Song’, As well as covers of these pieces by different performers.
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All lessons in this unit follow this format
1 — Listening: A New Year Carol
What style indicators can you hear? Describe the structure? What instruments/voices you can hear? Describe the musical dimensions? What is the mood and how is the story told?

2 — Musical Activities - using glocks and/or recorders 
Warm-up games pulse, rhythm and pitch games: 
· Learn to clap some of the rhythms used in the song 
· Learn some musical phrases that you will sing in the song Did you try the extension rhythm and pitch game? 

Singing in unison. Sing the song in its original style, and the Urban Gospel version.

3 — Perform & Share
Decide how your class will introduce the performance. Perhaps add some choreography? Tell your audience how you learnt this song and why. Record the performance and talk about it afterwards.

Unit 4 – You’ve Got a Friend by Carole King        
This 6 week unit is based around the music of Carole King and focuses mainly on the song: ‘You’ve Got a Friend.’

Additional songs, all written by Carole King include:
· The Loco-Motion sung by Little Eva 
· One Fine Day sung by The Chiffons
· Up On The Roof sung by The Drifters
· Will You Still Love Me Tomorrow  & 
· (You Make Me Feel Like) A Natural Woman both sung by Carole King  

1 – Listen and Appraise: You’ve got a friend
What style indicators can you hear?
Describe the structure.
What instruments/voices you can you hear?

2 — Musical Activities - using glocks and/or
recorders
Warm-up games play and copy back using up to 3 notes – A, G + E. Bronze: A | Silver: A + G | Gold: A, G + E challenge. Which challenge did you get to? 
Singing in unison. 
Play instrumental parts with the song by ear and/or from notation using the easy or medium part. You will be using up to 4 notes – B, A + G and C, D, E + F. Which part did you play? 
Improvise using up to 3 notes – A, G + E. Bronze: A | Silver: A + G | Gold: A, G + E challenge Which challenge did you get to? Compose a simple melody using simple rhythms choosing from the notes E, G + A or E, G, A, C + D.
3 — Perform & Share
Decide how your class will introduce the performance. Perhaps add some choreography? Tell your audience how you learnt this song and why. Record the performance and talk about it afterwards. 

The performance will include one or more of the following: Improvisations • Instrumental performances • Compositions
	
	
Riff:	a repeated tune (usually played by bass or electric guitars) that goes under the tune 
Hook:       	a catchy tune that often 'hooks' the listener in.    Often used at the start of a chorus (eg Mamma Mia)
Timbre: 	tone colour. For example a clarinet can sound rich and warm or screechy and squeaky. 
Neo-soul; 	a branch of modern soul that started in the late 1990s. Artists such as Erykah Badu, John Legend.
Producer:	responsible for overseeing and organising musical recordings and performances
Melody             		a group of notes and rhythms.
Compose          		creating your own music.
Improvise         	making music on the go without planning it first.
Cover               	when you perform a song or piece of music written by someone else.
Pulse                		the beat underneath the melody.
Rhythm            		short and long notes together that give the idea of movement.
Pitch                		how high or low a musical note is.
Tempo            		the speed of the music.
Groove:		basically a 'feel' in music. In Jazz there maybe  a swing groove
Motown:           		 is a style of music that started in Detroit USA,  it is a 	combination of Pop and Gospel.
Blues	is a style of music that started in the Deep South of America and has its roots in African American culture.
Jazz:	a style of music that grew out of Blues and Gospel. Features many elements of Blues (improvisation, off beat rhythms, and exciting extended chords)
By ear:	when a musician works the music out without using sheet music. They can hear the notes and match them on their instrument or voice.
Ostinato:	a repeated pattern (a bit like a Riff) but it never moves or changes to fit with the chord progression and it features in Classical music. It means obstinate in Italian (eg it always stays the same)
Phrases:	like musical sentences. In a song, it is where the singer would take a 	breath.
Unison:	 when musicians sing or play exactly the same at  the same time as 	each other.
Harmony:	chords that fit with the melody, or singers add another layer in texture (higher or lower than the main tune) to blend with the main tune.
Gender equality          where men and women are treated equally.
Civil Rights                    the struggle to make sure that people of different races, religions, countries, age and sex are all treated equally and fairly.
Style indicators: 	qualities you can hear in a piece of music that match the 'rules' of the genre...eg in Blues you will hear improvisation; in rock you might hear a distorted guitar






	What will I know by the end of the unit?
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Key skills and Knowledge

Listen & Appraise
· I can describe the style indicators of the song/music. 
· I can describe the structure of the song.
· I can identify the instruments/voices they can hear.
· I can talk about the musical dimensions used in the song.

Understand & Explore How Music is Created, Produced & Communicated inc through the inter-related dimensions: Pitch, Duration, Dynamics, Tempo, Timbre, Texture, Structure & Appropriate Musical Notation.
· I know and can talk about how pulse, rhythm, pitch, tempo, dynamics, texture and structure work together to create a song or music 
· I can keep the internal pulse 
· I can create musical ideas for the group to copy or respond to.
· I can copy back 2 note riffs
· I can question and answer using 2 different notes.

Singing & Playing Tuned & Un-tuned Instruments.
· I know about different ways of writing music down.
· I know the notes C, D, E, F, G, A, B + C on the treble stave.
· I know and can sing confidently 2 songs from memory.
· I can talk about a song and its main features e.g. lyrics and vocals.
· I can sing in unison, with good singing posture and demonstrating good listening skills.

Improvise, Compose and Perform
· I know improvisation is making up your own tunes on the spot  
· I know about three well-known improvising musicians

· I can create simple melodies using up to five different notes and simple rhythms that work musically with the style of the Unit song. 
· I can explain the keynote or home note and the structure of the melody. 
· I can listen to and reflect upon the developing composition and make musical decisions about how the melody connects with the song. 
· I can record the composition in any way appropriate that recognises the connection between sound and symbol (e.g. graphic/pictorial notation).
· I know that a composition has pulse, rhythm and pitch that work together and are shaped by tempo, dynamics, texture and structure. 
· I can choose what to perform & create a programme
· I can record my performance and compare it to previous performances.
· I can discuss and talk musically about my performance, evaluating  what went well and what I can improve.
· I can sing or rap the words clearly or play confidently.
· I can talk about and plan different types of performances.
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