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Curriculum Focus:


	
Ideas:

	
Resources:


	Key Skills
Geographical Enquiry
In response to questions generated, plan enquiries into local, national and global issues identifying evidence sources and investigate methodology. Inspire a curiosity and fascination about the world.
Compare, interpret and evaluate different types of evidence form a range of sources, distinguishing between fact and opinion.
Develop arguments and explanations using appropriate geographical vocabulary.

Locational Knowledge
Locate the world’s countries, focusing on Europe (including the location of Russia), concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries and major cities.
Identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic/Antarctic Circles, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones. 

Place Knowledge
Understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical geography of a European country. 
Describe and understand key aspects of human geography, incl. types of settlement and land use, economic activity incl. trade links and natural resources incl. energy, food, minerals and water.
Describe and understand key aspects of physical geography, incl. climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers and mountains.
Understand how societies are organized and governed.
Understand that communities and the people within them are diverse, changing and interconnected.

Geographical Skills and Fieldwork
Use the eight points of a compass, four and six figure grid references, symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the UK and the wider world.
Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features studied.
	Continents Countries and Cities
What do you know about Europe? 
(Place names, holiday destinations, flags, anthems, political leaders, etc.)  Share ideas – draw out from these that Europe is a continent; a continent is large land mass, usually made up of many countries.
European Countries: 
Using an atlas, name the countries shown on the map (Finland, France, Poland and Sardinia.) What do you notice about Sardinia? (It is a dependent of Italy.)
LA Label key countries and capital cities only.
MA Label countries, capital cities and oceans/seas.
HA Label countries, oceans/seas, capital cities and other cities or towns.
Giving Directions: Using maps, describe the direction they would travel between given cities. Which countries would you pass through on the way?
How has the shape of Europe changed over time? 
Show European maps from different periods in history and note the changes in boundaries and country names. 
The term ‘Europe’ is often used to refer to the countries of the European Union. Research which countries belong to the EU. Discuss Britain leaving.
	Atlases
European maps from different periods in history


	
	Comparing Landscapes
What Do You Think it Looks Like? 
What do you know about France?
Draw what they think a place in France might look like. Share drawings with a partner and with the rest of the class. 
Show images of landscapes from France. 
Ask - Are you surprised by the variety of landscapes shown?
Lines of Latitude: Share a map of France.  Which lines of latitude does this area cross? Will all of the places in France look the same? 
Model finding out about physical features of Leeds.
Area in square miles Highest area of land Coastline miles Largest lake Longest river Other important features in this area This area is similar to where I live because … This area is different to where I live because …
Physical Features of France: Research a given area of France, finding out about key aspects of physical geography.
Children research the landscape and physical features of Alps or Pyrenees.
Children research the landscape and physical features of The French Riviera.
Children research the landscape and physical features of Paris.
Area in square miles Highest area of land Coastline miles Largest lake Longest river Other important features in this area This area is similar to where I live because … This area is different to where I live because …
Making Comparisons: Arrange children into pairs so that each has researched a different location.  Ask them to share their two comparative statements.  How is the area similar/different to where we live?  Where would you prefer to live based on what you have found out so far?

	Images and landscapes of France
Physical features of France



	
	Comparing Climates
Weather or Climate?
What is the difference between weather and climate? Discuss ideas, drawing out that climate is the usual or average weather conditions over a long period of time, whereas weather is the specific meteorological conditions on a given day
Lines of Latitude: Reminder of the map of France from last lesson.  Which lines of latitude does this area cross? Will the climate be the same across all of France?  Point out the areas of higher ground Alps and Pyrenees. What do you know about the climate in these areas? (Likely to be cooler, greater chance of precipitation including snow.)
Leeds: Using the website www.weatherbase.com, find details about the climate and weather in Leeds. 
Average annual temperature Warmest month Coldest month Average annual precipitation (mm) Month with the highest precipitation Average number of day of rain per year This area is similar to where I live because … This area is different to where I live because …
Climates of France: Use www.weatherbase.com to research a given area of France, finding out about temperature and rainfall etc. 
Children research the climate of Alps or Pyrenees.
Children research the climate of The French Rivera (Mediterranean climate).
Children research the climate of Paris.
Making Comparisons: Arrange children into pairs so that each has researched a different location.  Ask them to share their two comparative statements. How is the area similar or different to where we live?  Where would you prefer to live based on what you have found out so far?
Create graphs to show monthly average rainfall, daylight hours and temperatures for each location they have studied. 
Research: What extreme weathers are likely to occur in each area?  What damage could each type of weather cause? How would children prepare for these weather events?  Research historical weather events in each area and the impact on people living there.

	

	
	Comparing Places
What are Physical and Human Geography?  
What is physical geography? Discuss ideas, drawing out that it is anything in an area that is naturally occurring such as oceans, lakes, mountains, rivers, coastlines, and weather and climate patterns. 
What is human geography? Discuss ideas, drawing out that it is anything in an area that is not naturally occurring – country or region boundaries, buildings, roads, and changes to river courses.  It also includes cultural aspects of an area such as language, religion, government, art and music.
The Human Geography of Paris: 
Using the websites https://www.google.co.uk/maps and http:// kidzsearch.com/wiki/, model completing details about the human geography of Paris.  
Name of area Population Main language spoken Religions represented Main types of land use (Residential Industrial Business Retail Leisure Agricultural) Major towns/cities close by Landmarks/building Other important information about the area This area is similar to where I live because … This area is different to where I live because …  
How could we find out more? (Books, census data, internet, ask people, etc.)
Research the human geography of France.
Children research the human geography of either the Pyrenees/Alps or the French Rivera. 
Making Comparisons: Arrange children into pairs so that each has researched a different location. How is the area similar or different to where we live?  Where would you prefer to live based on what you have found out so far?

	Books about France, census data, internet

	
	France
Planning a trip
Where Have You Been? Talk about a trip they have been on recently (this could be a school trip, a day out with family/friends or a holiday). What did you need to do before your trip? What did you take with you? How did you travel there? What did you do when you got there? Discuss how different trips might need different amounts of planning. A trip to the cinema might only need a quick check on film times and transport or parking on the day you want to visit, but a two week holiday to Australia for the whole class would need a lot more paperwork and take much longer to prepare for!
Planning a Trip to France: Use given headings and the Internet to collect information and plan their own trip. 
Leaving from Arriving at Journey time Accommodation details Places to visit Find costs of different travel and accommodation options for Other information and activities Itinerary (Note: children may find it useful to have their work from lessons 2, 3 and 4 to support them) Children research a trip to the Pyrenees/Alps, The French Rivera or Paris.
Create a map Use itineraries of their planned journey – from home to the airport and then around their chosen locations.  
Create a travel brochure to share information about the trip.
	

	
	Where Does It Come From? 
Ask a child to switch the classroom lights off and on again. What is happening? Why? (In the case of an energy saving bulb or fluorescent tube, electricity flowing through the tube cause chemicals – usually phosphorus - in the tube to give off light) How does the electricity get to the bulb? Chart the journey of electricity backwards from the classroom light through wires to a consumer unit and then back through power lines. From there, back to a substation and then through high voltage lines to a power station.

The National Grid 
Discuss that power demands varied around the UK at different times of day. 

Types of Power Station
Talk about types of power station – coal, CCGT (Combined Cycle Gas Turbine), nuclear and pumped storage. Discuss the main features of each type of power generation. What is different about pumped storage power stations? (They do not use a traditional fuel, but use stored water to drive a turbine to generate electricity.)

Where Are The Power Stations? 
Children use atlases and Power Stations in the UK to identify and map the locations of UK power stations.
LA - locate nuclear and coal fired power stations.
MA - locate coal, CCGT, nuclear and pumped storage power stations.
HA - locate coal, CCGT, nuclear and pumped storage power stations and produce a key.

UK Power Stations
What do you notice about the location of nuclear power stations? Why do you think that is? Which power station is closest to our school? (Note: power produced goes into the National Grid, and that the power generated at the closest power station may not actually end up powering the school)

Improve it
Carry out energy use surveys, looking at the equipment used in school and how much power it uses. Are lights and data projectors left on when not needed? What temperature is the school’s heating set at? How can you improve your school’s energy efficiency?

Renewable Energy 
Research Hydro Power, Biomass, Solar Farms and Wind Farms

Keep a weather diary 
For two weeks, recording wind speed and hours of sunshine. At the end of the two weeks, look back at the information and decide which days were best for producing electricity from a renewable source.

Where Does Our Food Come From? 
Show children a small selection of items from a supermarket shopping basket. Where has this food all come from? Talk backwards through the supply chain to each item’s producer. Where was the item produced? How can we find out? 

Food Miles
What do you think food miles are? Explain the idea that food miles are the distance an item has travelled from where it was produced to where it was consumed, including all the miles in the supply chain process. Why should we worry about food miles? (The further an item travels, the more CO2 is likely to be released into the atmosphere, contributing to climate change.) Food miles difficult to calculate accurately, but was can use the information on food labels to give us an idea of how far an item might have travelled.

Calculating Food Miles
LA - record the distance between the places in miles, focusing on foods from Europe.
MA - record the distance between the places in miles and mark the place of origin on a European map.
HA - record the distance between the places in miles and mark the place of origin on a world map.
Does Less Miles Always Mean Better for the Environment? 
What Are the Benefits of Importing Food? 
Should we import food from abroad? What are the benefits? What are the risks? 

Research the origins of a school dinner. 
Where does each ingredient come from? Using a large map, show the journey that each item might have made to reach the school.

Who Is Hungry? 
Show children a world map. Where do you think you might find families without enough food to eat? Tell children that although there are developing countries in the world affected by hunger, famine emergencies account for less than 8% of hungry families. Areas most affected by hunger – Asia and east, central and southern Africa. Are you surprised by this? Why Is It Happening? (It is increased production of CO2 that is causing global warming. As our planet heats up, extreme weathers, floods and droughts are all more likely to occur. These in turn influence farming, food production and access to drinking water.) In other cases political unrest, war and economic crises have affected both food supplies and food prices. 

Food Shortages
Children use Action Against Hunger website to research the impact of food shortages in a given countries, Bolivia, Haiti, Peru.
There are many charities seeking to ensure everyone has equal access to the world’s resources – from building wells in Africa to providing food parcels to UK families in need.
Investigate the different ways the class can support their work.
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(Weather equipment should be in Year 5)




