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	Parklands Primary School – Art

	Topic: Victorians – Autumn Term
William Morris
	Strand: 
Drawing, Printing, Textiles, Artists
	Year 6

	

	What should I already know?
	
	Art experiences and projects
	
	Vocabulary

	· How to collect ideas in my sketchbook.
· How to use shading to show light and shadow effects.
· I can use different materials to draw e.g. pencils, pastels, chalks.
· I can mix colours confidently.
· Use an artist’s work to create my own replica.
· I can express my ideas about the work of different artists.
· I can use my study of other artists to develop my own ideas and work.

	
	 
Design Brief: To design textiles and wallpaper in the style of William Morris

Research
Research who William Morris was and why he was famous. Find two examples of his work that you really like and share them with the class explaining what you like about them.

What inspired William Morris to create his designs and what were they used for? How are they still used today? Where would you find them in a Victorian home?

What techniques did William Morris use? Find out about the printing and textile skills he used.

Explore the school grounds and see what plants you can find. Which ones do you like and why? Practice your sketching skills by drawing some of these in your sketchbooks. How could you use them to create your own design? Pay particular attention to colour, blending, tone and shape. What materials work best for your sketches?

You could use the Ipads to take photos of shapes and patterns in nature you like, could you explore macro photography and take close ups?


Create
Using the flowers and leaves you sketched plus any photos you took and design your own William Morris inspired wallpaper. Your teacher will show you how to make lino prints of your design. Explore different colours and if possible try layering different layers of colour or different shapes.

Use your wallpaper design to help inspire a textiles design, it might be the same or you might choose your favourite elements. You could print them onto the fabric or perhaps use fabric pens or paint. Embellish your design using embroidery. 

Evaluate
Share your finished painting with your classmates and ask for feedback, what did they like about it? Are there any areas you could improve? Would you do things differently next time?

	
	artist	a person who creates paintings or drawings as a profession or hobby.
Abstract           a picture that isn’t recognizable as being of an object or thing.
blend                to mix together or combine different colours to become one new colour.
tone                  is how light or dark something is, areas with lots of light are called highlights, areas that have lots of dark are called shadows. Shading can be used to add different tones to a drawing. 
refine                making small changes to improve your work.
texture             the feel of an art work, is it rough or smooth, how does it feel, can also be used to talk about the visual texture – does the painting look rough or smooth.
mood               the kind of feeling created by the artwork.

composition   the lines, shapes and colours that come together to make a picture.
primary colour         there are three primary colours, they are red, yellow and blue.
secondary colours   are made by mixing together two primary colours, they are   
                                    orange, purple and green.
tertiary colours       are made by mixing together two secondary colours.
colour wheel            the colour wheel can be used to find out which colours look good  
                                    when put together.
warm colours          are reds, yellows, oranges and brown.
cold colours             are blues, greens and purples
neutral colours       are black, white and grey.
oil paints           paints that are made from a paste of pigment or dye mixed with an oil like linseed oil that dries out to leave a dry paint.
sketch               a rough, quick first drawing that can be used to help plan a finished art work.

Arts and crafts movement – a movement in the mid 19th century to create objects that were functional and decorative, usually by hand using traditional craft techniques. 
Linocut                  or lino printing is when a design is carved from a piece of lino or 
                               polystyrene which is then covered in ink and used to make a print. 
                               The areas carved out of the lino will appear white on the finished             
                                print.
Printing                  using one of many techniques to create a design by covering a 
                                stamp, linocut or similar with ink or paint.
monoprint             a monoprint is a print that can only be made once, it cannot be 
                                reprinted 
ink                           a liquid pigment used for writing or printing.
embellishment     adding extra detail to a design often by adding in new materials e.g. 
                                adding beads or embroidery to a textile design.
applique                is the process of adding details to a textile design by sewing on 
                                shapes cut out of fabric to make a pattern or picture.
embroidery           decorative sewing using a variety of different stitches.
 

 


	What will I know by the end of the unit?
	
	
	
	· 

	Art skills
Developing and improving ideas
· Review and revisit ideas in my sketchbook.
· Use digital technology to help develop ideas
Painting
· To explore using a range of different brushes 
· to create different effects.
· To talk confidently about colours and to use natural and non-natural sources as inspiration for their colour palette
· To use colour to show mood
· To use a range of different paints confidently.
· To mix colours confidently and create my own colour palette.
Drawing
· Use a variety of tools and select the most appropriate.
· Depict movement and perspective in my drawings. 
· Use a range of techniques to add effects e.g. shadows and reflection.
Digital
· Take photographs of things in nature and use these in their own artwork.
Textiles
· To experiment with a range of different materials to create texture and effect.
· To use different techniques to add decoration.
Artists
· To discuss the work of different artists confidently.
Evaluation
· Evaluate my work and that of other artists using the language of art, craft and design.
	
	
	
	· 



	


	 
	Biography
	
	Significant Works
	
	Key Vocabulary

Morris
UK
London
Oxford
Pattern
Printing
Textiles
Embroidery
Woodpecker Tapestry


Strawberry Thief


Works of Geoffrey Chaucer


Wood-block


Hand-print

	-William Morris was a British textile designer. He was also an architect writer, a poet, a translator and a social activist!
-He had a great impact on the design of churches, houses and furniture in the late 19th and early 20th Century.
-He is most famous for designs such as Strawberry Thief, Woodpecker Tapestry and his beautiful handprinted versions of the works of Geoffrey Chaucer.
-Morris closely observed nature to influence his patterns. 
-He founded the Kelmscott Press in 1891.
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-Morris lived between 1834 and 1896. He spent much of his life in London, but also lived in other areas, e.g. Oxford and Birmingham.

	
	Woodpecker Tapestry
(1885)
	[image: ]
	-The Woodpecker Tapestry shows a woodpecker in a fruit tree. It is unusual in that it was one of the very few tapestries designed only by Morris (many were a team effort at Morris & Co).
-It was inspired by a Roman tale. A sorceress turns King Picus into a woodpecker when he refuses to become her lover. The text at the top and bottom of the tapestry outlines this transformation.
	
	

	
	
	
	Strawberry Thief
(1883)
	[image: Strawberry Thief (1883)]
	- The Strawberry Thief textile design is perhaps William Morris’ most famous of all.
- Morris was influenced by the thrushes that he saw stealing the fruit in the garden of his countryside home at Kelmscott Manor.
-To print the repeating pattern, Morris used the painstakingly slow indigo-discharge method, which he admired above all other techniques.
The tapestry became hugely successful. 
	
	

	
	
	
	The Works of Geoffrey Chaucer
(1896)
	[image: The Works of Geoffrey Chaucer now Newly Imprinted (1896)]
	-Morris founded the Kelmscott Press towards the end of his life. He wanted to revive the skills of hand printing, which the mechanics of the Industrial Revolution had destroyed. The Works of Geoffrey Chaucer was his greatest triumph in this field. It contains 87 wood-cut illustrations. He used many 15th Century printing techniques. 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Styles and Techniques
	
	
	
	

	Embroidery
	-Embroidery involves decorating fabric or other materials using a needle to add thread or yarn.
-Embroidery was the first technique that Morris adapted for products that he sold.
-His embroideries were often commissioned to decorate the inside of new churches. 
-Morris felt restricted by embroidery, so he developed his craft to other forms, including tapestries.   
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	How do I create art like Morris?
	
	

	
	
	
	
	Step 2: Trace it! Hold your drawing in place over the polystyrene & trace it. Press down firmly.
Step 4: Position your Styrofoam in one corner of your card. Press your polystyrene on top of the card to print your design. Make sure that you press firmly, so that it prints properly.
Step 3: Spread your ink/paint, into the paint box. Then use your roller to spread it over your polystyrene.






[image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ]   A child’s polystyrene-printed pattern.
Step 5: Repeat this process over your page to create your pattern. If you need to, use a paintbrush to brighten up any faded prints. 
Things you’ll need: Thin paper, card, pencil, polystyrene, printing ink/ paint, paint box, paint roller.
Step 1: Create your design! Using your pencil, draw your picture onto the thin paper.

	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Tapestries
	-Tapestries are a form of textile art, which are traditionally hand woven on a loom.
-In Morris’ time, tapestries were highly-prized wall coverings, used as decorations in homes and churches.
-They were practical as well as luxurious: they provided insulation, and wealthy owners moving from one residence to another could take their tapestries with them.
-Throughout his life, Morris was fascinated by tapestries, which he saw as the ‘noblest of all weaving arts.’
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	Hand-printing
	-In the later part of Morris’ life, he became more and more enthusiastic about the beauty in calligraphy and page decoration. He set up the Kelmscott Press in 1891.
-He designed his own fonts, made his own paper and printed by hand. The illustrations were wood-cut – carved into wood before being printed on the page.
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1871-73                Goes on trips to Iceland and Italy. 
1875                  Sets up Morris and Co. textile company. 
1880                        Works on the Throne Room at St. James’s Palace.
1859                            Married Jane Burden.
1856                                          Gives up his architecture apprenticeship to focus on painting. 
1855                         Takes a tour of France with friend Edward Burne-Jones.
1891             Morris founds the Kelmscott Press.
3rd October 1896          William Morris dies at Kelmscott House.
1884                Morris founds the Socialist League. 
1853                      Begins studying theology at Exeter College, in Oxford.

1847                            Morris’ father dies. Morris is aged only 13.

21st March 1834               Born at Elm House, Walthamstow, Essex, to wealthy parents.
William Morris Timeline
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